
MADONNA CIRCLE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, February 12, 2019  11:30 a.m. 
Holy Spirit Parish 
 
Attendance: 66 
 
Gia Blanchard called the meeting to order and Patsy Barrow led our opening prayer 
and blessing of our meal.  A buffet lunch was served. 
 
Gia reminded all that our current theme is the “Year of Engagement” and hopes that 
everyone is enjoying our various activities and involvements this year.  She is open 
to suggestions and ideas to improve our Circle, and at the mini-meeting last 
Saturday many ideas were shared.  At this meeting we drew table numbers from a 
basket for our seating assignments, and that enabled us to meet and get to know 
other members better. 
 
Annette Noles presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Current balances are as follows: 
Checking, $18,531.47; Blessings Fund, $19,974.79; and CD, $22,401.66. 
 
Membership Development—Gia stated that we need new members and to please 
invite family and friends to join our Circle.  Co-chairs Renee Raiford and Stacy 
Pepper have been working very hard at recruitment, and have new member 
application packets available for us to take and share.  We may also give prospective 
member names to Renee and Stacy, who can then make contact directly.  Next 
month is our recruitment meeting, so we are asked to bring prospective new 
members.  There will be door prize drawings for both the guests and the members 
who bring them.  Additionally, if anyone will be in attendance at the Women’s 
Morning of Spirituality, please talk with Stacy and Renee about bringing Madonna 
Circle information there, as well as wearing your Circle nametag. 
 
Our Blessings Fund is working well as evidenced by our recent gift of $1500 to the 
Poor Clares for a new computer.  Please continue to donate to this fund.  
Chairwoman Marian Reiman stays current with written acknowledgments of 
donations. 
 
Levels I, III, and IV—no reports. 
 
Level II Co-chair Mickie Fencl thanked all Level II members for providing today’s 
lunch.  She asked that anyone who is able to please help with cleanup at the end of 
the meeting. 
 
St. Peter Manor—Co-chair Donna Grimm said that the next event is the Spring 
Luncheon on March 23.  They have plenty of volunteers for bringing food.  It was 
stressed that even if the sign-up boards are filled, additional members are 
encouraged to come to the event to interact with the residents.  They love it when 
we come! 



 
St. John School—Co-chair Mary Frances Hoffman reminded all about the Teacher 
Appreciation Luncheon next Wednesday.  She still needs four more volunteers to 
help from 11:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
 
RAOK—Co-chair Libba Nance announced that they just mailed 12 huge boxes of our 
donated supplies to Operation Shoebox.  They have plenty of soup kitchen 
volunteers for February and March, but will be needing more in April. 
 
Fundraiser—Co-chair Pat Young clarified that when we turn in our sold 
Sweepstakes ticket stubs, that we also turn in the completed information sheets 
from our packets.  If you want to turn in some of your sold stubs before you sell the 
remaining tickets, turn the information sheet in with them and you will be given a 
new sheet to use with the remaining tickets.  Tricia Brooks has Gala tickets available 
at today’s meeting. Presently we are focusing on the Sweepstakes sale, which alone 
will make $40,000, after which we will turn more attention to the Gala.  We are 
asked to volunteer to assist with the Gala committees, and to please sign up as early 
as possible.  For the Gala’s Galaxy Giveaway, we already have some very nice big-
ticket items donated, but continue to need donations of wine, liquor, gift certificates 
to various businesses/services, and any other big-ticket items.  If needed, Lisa Berry 
or Paige Emanuel can pick up items from your home.  We have printed letters 
available to take to merchants when requesting donated items, which includes 
information about Madonna Circle, the Boys & Girls Club, our tax ID number, etc.  
For members who make donations, receipts are also available.  We have printed 
formal invitations with RSVP cards that can be sent to family and friends who may 
want to attend—they are available for pick up.  This morning over 60 of the formal 
invitations were mailed out.  Back to the Sweepstakes, as of today we have around 
300 tickets sold.  Our committee has sold Sweepstakes tickets at Incarnation and 
OLPH so far, and will be changing the dates sold at St. Louis.  If any Circle members 
are parishioners at the Masses when these are sold, it is VERY helpful if they come 
back to the sales table as an encouraging presence.  We will sell Sweepstakes tickets 
at next week’s Circle Arts meeting.  All Level IV members were sent letters about 
supporting the Gala. 
 
Gia showed a vintage Madonna Circle smock (owned by Cindy Hurley’s aunt), and 
announced that we are still selling our current Madonna Circle aprons. 
 
The next General Membership meeting will be on Thursday, March 7 at 6 p.m.  The 
theme will be “The Luck of the Circle”, featuring Irish fare in celebration of St. 
Patrick’s Day.  Level III will be hosting, and there is a sign-up sheet on the front table 
for bringing food items, as well as accompanying recipes.  It promises to be a fun 
and festive evening. 
 
Drawings of Gift Cards were made from the names of all those who have sold 
Sweepstakes tickets so far.  The winners were Mimi Ziegler and Jessica Frederick.  
Additional drawings were made for the centerpieces.   



Our members are encouraged to attend the Ave Maria Trivia Night this Saturday 
night at St. Benedict at Auburndale.  Barbara Spinosa can be contacted for 
information. 
 
Meeting adjourned, 12:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Meagher 
Recording Secretary 
 


