
MADONNA CIRCLE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, November 6, 2018  6 p.m. 
Holy Spirit Parish 
 
Attendance: 71 
 
President Gia Blanchard called the meeting to order. She announced that Treasurer 
Annette Noles would be leaving tonight’s meeting early, so anyone with dues to pay 
to Annette should please do so right away.  Annette then gave the Treasurer’s 
report—our current balances are as follows: Checking, $21,367.42; Blessings Fund, 
$20,049.70; and CD, $26,209.56. 
 
Gia also announced that Kathy Marotta has the Sweepstakes ticket commitment 
sign-up available this evening.  Members who sign up tonight will be put into a 
drawing for a $100 gift card to Home Chef.  The Sweepstakes tickets will be ready to 
sell in January.  Level I-III members are required to sell/buy two tickets, and 
additional ticket sales are highly encouraged. 
 
Patsy Barrow led the prayer to bless our meal.  She thanked everyone for 
participating in the praying of the Rosary before our meeting tonight, and drew our 
attention to the Prayer Intentions book on the front table, in which we are to write 
our requests.  We are asked to pray for each other and the intentions of our 
members. 
 
A pizza dinner was served. 
 
Gia spoke a bit about a recent email scam that some members of our Circle received, 
for a Go Fund Me account that was not in any way connected to Madonna Circle.  She 
clarified that neither Madonna Circle nor Circle Arts would send out such a request, 
and thanked Kathy Marotta for attending to the problem right away.  There was no 
virus attached to the message.  If in the future anyone receives a suspicious email 
from a type of Madonna Circle address, do not respond to it and please contact Gia 
immediately. 
 
Caroll Ann Pera made a motion to accept last month’s meeting Minutes and dispense 
with their reading, seconded by Amy Ryan.  Motion carried. 
 
Gia shared that Blessings Fund Chair Marian Reimann is on top of our very busy 
correspondence and that the Blessings Fund is growing well. 
 
Membership Development Co-chair Renee Raiford said that all new members have 
begun their participation and that we are now recruiting for next Spring.  She asked 
that we continue to bring in new members.  There will be a membership 
recruitment meeting in March. 
 



Level I Co-chair Jorene Bargiacchi announced the new Level I members and asked 
that they stand to be recognized when their names were called.  We now have 16 
Level I members.  Co-chair Annette Horner thanked the Level I members for 
providing tonight’s pizza dinner. 
 
Level II-IV members are reminded to send in their dues promptly if still unpaid.   
 
St. Peter Manor Co-chair Rita Turner announced that the Thanksgiving celebration 
will be on November 15, and that the volunteer sign-up board was available.  
Recipes will be provided.  Any members who have offered to fill the blue bags for St. 
Peter Manor residents are asked to return the filled bags very soon.  If anyone needs  
service hours, more volunteers are welcome at the Thanksgiving event. 
 
St. John School Co-chair Janie McDowell said that there will be a Good Conduct Party 
on Friday.  We received a very sweet thank you from all of the St. John School 
teachers for our school supply drive.  We have plenty of volunteers through 
December, but will be in great need for volunteers from January onward.  The 
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon this year will be catered, and we will need 
volunteers to take care of the classrooms during that event. 
 
RAOK Co-chair Libba Nance said that our November soup kitchen date is next week, 
and that we are in good shape for volunteers.  In December we will help with Gifts 
for God’s Children, where plenty of volunteers are welcome.  Our members will not 
be buying gift cards for that event this year; instead they will be purchased from our 
Circle budget.  For our December General Membership Meeting/Christmas 
Luncheon, please bring supplies for Operation Shoebox for our troops.  Requested 
items are listed in the newsletter and on our website.  We need volunteers for soup 
kitchen dates beginning in January, and the sign-up sheets are available at tonight’s 
meeting. 
 
Fundraiser Co-chair Barbara McCloskey encouraged us to save for and sell  
Sweepstakes and Gala tickets.  We begin selling Sweepstakes on January 6, and the 
Gala is held on April 6.  Co-chair Pat Young added that our Sweepstakes packets will 
be distributed in January.  Gala tickets will also be available.  Gala planning is going 
well; Jorene Bargiacchi has volunteered to be in charge of decorations.  We will need 
help in all areas of the Gala, for which some volunteer hours will be given.  The Boys 
& Girls Club of Memphis has requested $60,000, so we are encouraged to strongly 
support these fundraising efforts to reach that goal. 
 
Hospitality Co-chair Barbara Spinosa thanked the Level I hostesses for tonight’s 
meal. She reminded everyone of next month’s Christmas Luncheon, for which the 
reservations sheet was available on the front table.  The catered luncheon (by Pete 
& Sam’s) will be paid for by Madonna Circle, and will include a raffle and musical 
entertainment.  Please bring items to support Operation Shoebox to the luncheon.  
Level IV will hostess this event, and sign-up sheets are available for that. 
 



Following the main meeting-portion of the evening, a fun Trivia Game was played.  
Gift cards were given to the winners.  A drawing was then made for those who made 
their Sweepstakes ticket commitment; Cindy Hurley was the winner. 
 
One last-minute announcement was made that there was a need for 2-3 volunteers 
at the soup kitchen tomorrow.  Please contact Libba if available to help. 
 
Meeting adjourned, 7:23 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Meagher 
Recording Secretary 
 
 


