
MADONNA CIRCLE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018  11:30 a.m. 
Holy Spirit Parish 
 
Attendance: 89 
 
Spiritual Development Chairwoman Patsy Barrow led our opening prayer, which 
was followed by a buffet lunch. 
 
President Gia Blanchard then opened the meeting by welcoming all.  She thanked 
Patsy Barrow for planning this morning’s Mass, as well as Mary Kay Ball (altar lady); 
Mary Webb (lector); Stacy Pepper and Judy Meagher (Eucharistic ministers); Suzy 
Erskine, Tine Williams, Carol Pruett, Cindy Ettingoff, and Patty Neuhoff (greeters); 
and Donna Staub (cantor).  She announced that this year’s theme is the Year of 
Engagement, with the goal of having all members in every level being engaged in 
Madonna Circle—attending meetings, volunteering in the community, and 
supporting our fundraiser—working together as a GROUP, and therefore able to 
accomplish great things. 
 
Annette Noles presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Our balances are as follows: 
Checking, $19,729.53; Savings/Blessings Fund, $18,065.38; and CD, $26,209.56.  
Dues are due by October 31, and can be given to Annette or submitted through our 
website. 
 
Gia drew our attention to the papers on each table, which we were to complete with 
our preferred contact information.  This will allow Constant Comment to be 
updated.  Gia strongly asked that members do not “unsubscribe” to Constant 
Comment, as it is very complicated to then resubscribe later. 
 
Gia introduced the “behind the scenes” Executive Board members: Martha Montesi 
(Parliamentarian), Amy Ryan (Vice President), and Judy Meagher (Recording 
Secretary). 
 
Gia then directed us to our updated website: madonnacircle.org, on which Kathy 
Marotta worked tirelessly all summer.  The website, and how to navigate it, was 
viewable at today’s meeting on the overhead screen, allowing members to follow 
along.  ALL of our information is on the website—with an area viewable to the 
public as well as a “member activity” area (password: Blanchard).  Full calendars, 
hospitality schedule, service project options, Sweepstakes and Gala information, our 
directory, etc. are all available here.  If anyone needs assistance in maneuvering the 
website, please contact Kathy Marotta.  One new addition this year is a Wishlist.  
This is an ongoing listing of simple items that we can bring to the meetings to be 
used by our service chairs.  The intent is not for members to go out and purchase 
these things, but rather to draw from any extra items we may already have in our 
homes.  The wishlist items are to be brought to our monthly meetings and placed in 
the marked basket, which will be collected afterwards by the service chairs. 



 
Membership Development Co-chair Renee Raiford said that we are accepting 
applications for this year through October 31, and that we are to direct potential 
members to the application on our website.  These ladies would be voted upon 
immediately by our Board.   
 
Level I Co-chair Annette Horner thanked her members for attending the orientation 
party recently held at her home.  We currently have 12 Level I members. 
 
Level II Co-chair Mickie Fencl welcomed her 87 members.  She asked that Level II 
members contact her or Co-chair Jan Brucker via email or phone with any questions 
or concerns. 
 
Level III Co-chair Nancy Ferrer welcomed back her members, and encouraged them 
to pay their dues, volunteer, and engage in the Circle. 
 
Level IV Co-chair Mary Ann Dodd as well welcomed her members and encouraged 
them to support Madonna Circle throughout the year. 
 
Gia modeled our new Madonna Circle aprons, designed to represent us to the 
community once again as the “Ladies in Blue”. They are available for purchase at 
today’s meeting at the cost of $15 each.  Additionally, Donna Grimm has offered to 
personalize the apron with the member’s name for $4 each.   
 
Gia will be bringing back Mini-meetings on three Saturdays this year.  These will be 
a review of the prior General Membership meeting, which should be particularly 
helpful for members who work or have to miss meetings for other reasons.  The first 
will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, September 29, at Holy Spirit Parish. 
 
St. Peter Manor Co-chair Donna Grimm announced upcoming volunteer events for 
this year.  The Fall Party will be on October 11, from 2-4 p.m., and will include a 
costume contest.  On November 15 we will once again host the Thanksgiving 
Celebration, which serves over 100 residents.  Sign up sheets were available in the 
back.  New this year is an opportunity to fill Madonna Circle logo tote bags for the St. 
Peter residents.  We have 100 of these bags containing a list of items to be 
purchased, placed in the bags, and then returned at the October or November 
meetings.  Members will receive two service hours per filled bag, and there is a limit 
of two bags per member.  The cost of the items should total less than $25.  Thank 
you to Marian Reimann for obtaining these bags for us. 
 
St. John School Co-chair Mary Frances Hoffman asked that members please sign up 
for classroom volunteer dates, the first of which is September 12.  Our services to 
the school are enjoyed by the students and appreciated by the teachers.  Co-chair 
Lucy Stovall added her gratitude to all for bringing school supplies to today’s 
meeting.  
 



Random Acts of Kindness Co-chair Libba Nance shared that our main service 
opportunity this year would be at the St. Vincent de Paul Soup Kitchen, with 
volunteer dates typically being the third Wednesday of the month.  Our first date 
there is September 19, from 8:15-11:15 a.m., when we will pack and distribute sack 
lunches.  More volunteers are still needed for this date.  Co-chair Carol Van Hoozer 
added that if volunteers do not want to wear hairnets there, they are allowed to 
wear a cap or a ponytail.  Our second main service opportunity is with Catholic 
Charities, with the upcoming Transition Closet event on Saturday, September 6, 
from 9-11 a.m.  
 
Our Fundraiser Chairwomen for this year are Barbara McCloskey and Pat Young.  
Barbara announced that we are raising the money for the Boys & Girls Club of 
Memphis Power Hour, which offers underprivileged kids a safe, supportive 
environment after school. Our Sweepstakes sale will begin on January 6.  Our 
dinner-dance Gala will be held on April 6 at the Hilton, and will include a wine pull, 
music by the Soul Shockers, and much more. 
 
Hospitality Co-chair Barbara Spinosa introduced our new refreshments plan this 
year, whereby each month a different Madonna Circle group will cater/host the 
meal at the General Membership meeting. No service hour credit will be given. The 
list of assigned groups is available on the website.  Our October meeting, a “Fall 
Tailgate”, will be hosted by Level II members. Sign up sheets are available for food 
items and helping with the table decorations.  In keeping with the tailgate theme, we 
asked to wear our favorite team jersey. The CEO of Boys & Girls Club of Memphis 
will be our featured speaker that evening, and we would like a very strong turnout 
to show our support. 
 
Gia closed the meeting by holding a drawing for today’s centerpieces.  Meeting 
adjourned, 12:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Meagher 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


