
MADONNA CIRCLE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, September 3, 2019  11:30 a.m. 
Holy Spirit Parish 
 
Attendance: 98 
 
President Amy Ryan welcomed all to the meeting after thanking those involved in 
this morning’s beautiful opening Mass, especially cantor Donna Staub, pianist  
Carolyn Malish, and our celebrant, Fr. Hourican.  Fr. Hourican then led our opening 
prayer and blessing, followed by a buffet lunch. 
 
After lunch, Amy continued the meeting by mentioning that our room orientation is 
switched this year so that we can view our website on the screen behind the 
podium.  That way, we can become more familiar with navigating the website and 
the information contained within.  If there are any questions or corrections for the 
website, please let Kathy Marotta know.  The 2019-2020 year is the “Year of 
Gratitude” for Madonna Circle.  The new “Gratitude Jar” at our meetings will be 
available for members to add little notes for things that they are grateful for.  Some 
of the notes will be shared at our meetings—they can be anonymous or signed.  
Please participate in this! 
 
Membership Secretary Mary Webb announced today’s attendance of 98.  If there are 
any changes of contact information, please let Mary know. 
 
Membership Development Co-chair Stacy Pepper thanked the membership for a 
successful recruitment season.  We gained five new members over the summer, plus 
three more that hadn’t been introduced.  She recognized these ladies and welcomed 
them with Madonna Circle gift bags: Kathy Gavin, Kris Haefer, Kathy Graczik, Cindy 
Tarsi, Christy Brandon, Angela Fox, Lori Baioni, and Nan Miller (not present).   
 
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the Recording Secretary’s 
Minutes by Barbara McCloskey, and seconded by Patty Neuhoff.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer Annette Noles thanked everyone who has already paid their dues.  Dues 
are continuing to be accepted, with a deadline of Oct. 31.  She announced our 
current balances: Checking, $18,236.28; Blessings Fund, $10,913.34; and CD, 
$22,401.60.   
 
Blessings Fund—Pat Young mentioned that anyone who knows of a member who 
should be sent a note of sympathy, congratulations, get well, etc. from the Circle 
should please let her know.  All are encouraged to contribute to the Blessings Fund 
to honor these life events, as these funds are critical to funding our service projects. 
 
Future Development—Co-chair Pat Young shared that she and Barbara McCloskey 
formulate our 5 year plan and make sure that we stay on track.  One goal of this plan 
has been to add 15 new members each year; and in the past 3-4 years we have 



beaten that goal, this year with 21 new members.  If anyone has recommendations 
or questions, please contact Pat or Barbara. 
 
Level I—Co-chair Mimi Gibson extended a big welcome to our new Level I members, 
who she is very excited to have in our Circle.  There was a recent orientation 
meeting at her home.  She is extremely grateful for the prayers and support she 
received during the loss of a family member last month.  She then asked each of the 
Level I members present to stand up and share their names. 
 
Level II—Co-chair Mickie Fencl said that there are 87 Level II members.  She 
thanked everyone for their service and reminded them to watch for email 
notifications that she will be sending this year. 
 
Level III—Chair Gia Blanchard said that they are a small but mighty group who will 
be contributors this year!  She plans to have some social activities for them as the 
year progresses. 
 
Level IV—no report. 
 
Hospitality—Co-chair Rebecca Jones thanked the Board for hosting today’s 
luncheon.  The various levels will be assigned to host our meetings, and sign-up 
boards are available.  Next month will be hosted by Level II.  One service hour credit 
will be given for each food item brought, with a maximum of two.   
 
St. Peter Manor—Co-chair Donna Grimm announced that we have the blue bags to 
fill again for the residents (to be given at the Thanksgiving Meal).  The filled bags are 
to be returned by the November meeting at the latest.  Each member can take up to 
two bags, and two service hours will be given for each bag.  There are sign up boards 
available for the Halloween and Thanksgiving events; later there will be sign ups 
available for the Spring Luncheon. 
 
St. John School/Orange Mound Compass Community School—Co-chairs Mary 
Frances Hoffman and Janie McDowell met with the principal who is absolutely 
thrilled to have the Madonna Circle volunteers back again this year.  Mary Frances 
insists that it is very easy duty—grading papers, helping with the teacher 
appreciation day, etc. Janie added that there are no more preschool classes, and that 
this year they have grades Kindergarten through 7th, and that 8th grade will be 
added next year. For volunteering, we have one date per month (though none in 
March).  Volunteers need to get a nametag to be in the school, and that there is a 
sign-in sheet in the hallway as well as a card box to record service hours for the 
Chairs.  Two service hours are given, and the shift is from 9-11 a.m.  The December 
date has been changed to Friday, December 13, when there will be a holiday party 
from 12:30-3 p.m.  Three service hours will be given.  The Teacher Appreciation 
Luncheon will be in April, and there may be more service opportunities next 
semester.  Sign up boards are available today.  They thanked all for bringing the 



school supplies today, and noted that if anyone wants to bring more during the year, 
that they are always needed and welcomed. 
 
Amy mentioned that we are continuing our “Wish List” this year, which is detailed 
on the website and in the newsletters. 
 
Random Acts of Kindness—Co-chair Libba Nance shared that we will be at the St. 
Vincent de Paul soup kitchen one Wednesday per month, from 8:30 -11:30 a.m. 
Three hours service credit will be given.  We still need more volunteers to help on 
September 18, and sign ups boards are available today.  On the first Saturday in 
October, we will help at Catholic Charities transitions closet from 9 a.m.-noon.  This 
is a great opportunity for those who work, and students who need school service 
hours are welcome as well. There will be more events to come and will be 
announced later. 
 
Grant Requests—Chair Janet Ticer said that applications are due January 30th, and 
that the applications are available on our website.   
 
Fundraiser—Co-chair Donna Mitchell announced that this year’s fundraiser will be a 
dinner at the Shelby Farms FedEx Event Center, featuring speaker Hallie Lord, on 
April 2.  The theme is “Gratitude” and our Sweepstakes winners will be drawn that 
evening. 
 
Sweepstakes—Co-chair Patty Neuhoff shared that this year’s sweepstakes will raise 
funds for the Forrest Spence Fund, and that its founder, Brittany Spence, will speak 
at our October meeting.  Please come and be educated on the work of this 
foundation.  Sweepstakes tickets will go on sale December 2. 
 
Board members are asked to submit their newsletter articles to Cindy Hurley by 
next Tuesday. 
 
Amy said that after our Circle was the victim of several strange email scams in the 
past few months, that we need to “beef up” our cyber security.  A new password for 
the Member Activity Area was sent to all members by Amy in a letter this summer 
(see Amy if you didn’t receive one), which is VirginMary33AD.  She then introduced 
our speakers, Brian Baird and Chris Yancy from PROTECH, who gave a “Security 
Awareness” presentation.  Amy will provide a link to their complete slide 
show/information to the membership.  Many important points were made, 
including some of the following:  
-ALL of our data is under constant threat of attack, as cybercrime is not just a 
nuisance anymore, it is an INDUSTRY.   
-91% of phishing scams start with emails—bottom line is DO NOT click on them.  
Delete them immediately. 
-YOU are the best line of defense in protecting your information, more than any apps 
or software.  Be aware of “red flags” on emails.  



-Email and phone-solicitation “red flags” include any “urgent” notifications; if they 
ask you to download software; if they refuse to give you their contact information; 
name dropping; small mistakes (grammar, spelling); any intimidation/rushing; 
requesting confidential information.  Another scam is if you find a “lost” USB drive in 
a parking lot/lobby, never insert it in your computer, as it may very well contain 
malware.  Do not put unknown drives into your computer.   
-For Mobile Banking, make sure to enable 2-factor authentication for sign-ins. 
-Be careful about hitting “unsubscribe” buttons on emails, if you haven’t subscribed 
to them in the first place. 
-Do not provide your personal contact information (name and email address) on 
public sign-up sheets (in stores, etc.)—it is too easy for someone to take a quick 
photo of that information and use it. 
-Their TOP 5 TIPS: 
 1. Hit the Reply Button to verify sender’s email. (Just to check it; do not 
actually reply) 
 2. Hover your mouse over links in email to verify target website. 
 3. Do not send sensitive information via email without verifying the identity 
of the sender. 
 4. Look at the content of the request. (What do they want me to do? Are there 
any of the above “red flags”?) 
 5. Be skeptical! 
 
Amy will have their contact information on hand at our meetings, if anyone would 
like it.   
 
Meeting adjourned, 1:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Meagher 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


